Community Awareness in Home Visits
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Free To Grow is unique in its approach to supporting families and their young children, through the integration of both family strengthening and community strengthening strategies.  Family advocates typically do not focus on environmental factors surrounding the families they work with, just as community builders do not focus on the families in the community.  However, there is some real logic to the integration, since most of us know that things around us often become problems or help us solve problems.  Therefore, family service staff working with families can be of greater support to those families when they also see and understand the factors in the neighborhood that can cause risks or can raise supports.

A family worker going to and from a home visit can often see some of those conditions in the neighborhood, as well as seeing the conditions in the home itself – all of which can assist in the work with the family.  Some of what is seen can be addressed by the worker, for things like cleanliness, child behavior, even some minor repairs to the home or apartment.  Many of the things seen, however, are beyond the worker’s responsibilities and should be addressed by others.  

Simple In-Home Observation Tool

1. Is housing adequate?

2. Is clothing and hygiene adequate?

3. Are the children adequately supervised?

4. Does the parent look tired, sleepy, coherent, attentive?

5. Does person being interviewed display appropriate affect?  Do others in household display appropriate affect?

6. Does family converse easily with child(ren)?

7. Do parents show affection and positive interaction?  What other parenting behaviors were observed?

8. Is there evidence of reading material in the home?

9. Is indoor/outdoor play environment safe?

10. Are appropriate toys available for the children?

11. Is the home sanitary?

12. Is there any evidence of drug or alcohol use?
Note the conditions, and if you have any concerns about safety, cleanliness, health issues or other concerns, bring it up to your supervisor for discussion and action.

Simple Home/Property Observation Tool

1. Dwelling – does it look clean and safe, or are there obvious things needing repair or are even dangerous?

2. Trash/Debris – does it look pretty clean of debris around the dwelling, or is it quite a mess or even unsanitary?

3. Vehicles – are vehicles operable and safely parked, or are there cars inoperable or parked illegally or dangerous?

4. Landscape/Fences – do the grounds around the dwelling look okay, or are there broken fences or dead landscaping or open standing water or sewage?

5. Detached Structures – if there are structures, are they solid and safe, or do they look run down, unlocked and open to the public, or hazardous?

Note the conditions, and if you have any concerns about safety, cleanliness, health issues or other concerns, bring it up to your supervisor for discussion and action.

Simple Neighborhood Observation Tool

1. Is the neighborhood clean of debris – broken glass, litter, animal droppings?

2. Is there adequate lighting?

3. Are there people engaging other people in friendly conversation?

4. Are there groups of people who appear suspicious or who are agressive?

5. Are there many empty lots or vacant buildings?

6. Is there public drinking visible?

7. Is automobile traffic safe?

8. Are there sidewalks and other pedestrian friendly locations?

9. Is there public transportation accessible to residents?

Note the conditions, and if you have any concerns about safety, cleanliness, health issues or other concerns, bring it up to your supervisor for discussion and action.
